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books made by the children. The writing in the books is done
by the teachers, the illustrations by the children. The formal
teaching of reading, writing, and numbers does not begin until
six years. The six-to-seven-year group had a cupboard for
domestic tools, such as brushes, pans, dusters, and for cooking-
utensils, such as pastry-boards, rolling-pins, egg-whisks, etc.
There is a separate workshop for woodwork for the oldest group.
The tools they use are hammers, saws, and planes, all made to
the specifications of the Institute of Polyteehnisation. They
make all kinds of articles for use in the school or the home, or
models. Sometimes the suggestions come from the teacher,
sometimes the idea originates with the child.
There are two rest-rooms, both large; one an ordinary room,
with plenty of windows, the other an open-air room, with
sleeping-bags for the winter. One of the most charming rooms is
the children's reading-room and library. In a prominent place,
compelling attention, is the slogan, " Lenin tells you to work and
struggle, books teach you how.5' In a cupboard there are books
which the children may borrow, or they may bring their own to
read or look at, in an atmosphere that is just as it should be.
On a stand are examples of children's books, including some from
other countries, which the children may examine, Thus early is
encouraged a love of books and a knowledge of their care.
There is a large hall with some gymnastic apparatus. In the
centre of the hall are traffic lights to teach the children road
sense. The usual very large building-blocks are to be found here
too. These afford the children great satisfaction, for they can
make houses and factories big enough for them to sit inside.
The size demands the co-operation of at least two children in
their manipulation, so that an opportunity is afforded for
training in collective work,
All the classrooms are very attractively decorated. There is
a iioticeable absence of political posters, their place being taken
by vary pleasant pictures of landscapes and animals painted by
the school artist. These are changed every three months. Al-
is an atmosphere of